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Ladies and gentlemen,
It is my privilege and great pleasure to welcome you to Morocco. I hope your stay among us will be both useful and enjoyable. You may count on us to do whatever we can in this respect.  

I should like to express my sincere thanks to the OECD Development Centre and its Statistics Directorate, as well as to the regional, national and international institutions concerned for the time and effort they have invested in preparing this conference and enriching our debate.

I should like to extend special thanks to the Director of the Development Center, Mr. Mario Pezzini and his staff, and to Mrs. Martine Durand, the OECD Statistics Director. On behalf of Morocco and the High Commission for Planning, I should like to pay a tribute to them, commend their personal and professional qualities, and tell them how much we have benefited from the research, comparative studies and international best practices developed by the OECD, especially its Development Center.

We owe the convening, in our country, of this African Conference on Measuring Well-Being and Fostering the Progress of Societies to the excellent relations we have with the OECD. As you know, this conference paves the way for the World Forum on Statistics, Knowledge and Policy, which will convene in New Delhi in October 2012, under the theme “well-being for development and efficient policy-making”.
Ladies and gentlemen,
Nestled between the Atlantic and the Mediterranean shores of Africa, Morocco owes a defining element of its identity to the African continent. It has much in common with African countries, including the origin and mix of its population, the experience of the national liberation struggle, the pan-African illusions, the hardships of managing the post-colonial era and the Cold War tensions, the excesses of indebtedness, and the trials and tribulations of structural adjustment.  Morocco also shares with African nations a firm belief in the pressing need to reconcile strong, steady economic growth and lasting social cohesion.

In the recent history I have just mentioned, some of our African nations can rightfully claim to have enhanced national cohesion, expanded their potential for growth, and launched a promising process of social progress and transition towards democracy. Their experience reinforces our belief that Africa - given the quality of its human and natural resources - should strive to be one of the regional hubs of economic growth and cultural influence in the world. Yet, African development models suffer from some undeniable structural weaknesses, despite a relative improvement in economic growth over the past decade. Africa is plagued by the severe challenges of high poverty rates, spatial and social disparities, an ever-growing number of hotbeds of insecurity and conflict, even latent wars, and punishing effects of climate change on the preservation of the continent’s natural resources and the living conditions of its people.

Africa is realizing today the gap between promises and the outcome of economic liberalization policies that do not tally with the structural economic, societal and cultural reforms required by international competitiveness in a demanding globalized environment.
The changes the world will be witnessing in this 21st century make it even more imperative for our countries to make sure we are competitive in the global economy.

Ladies and gentlemen,
The sweeping economic crisis which the international economic system is facing today - and of which experts are only beginning to grasp the implications and effects - is foretelling the advent of a new world. This new world, which is still in the making today, will, in the medium term, determine the nature of this 21st century.
The new global economic geography which is unfolding before our eyes today will basically reproduce and enrich the economic processes of globalization, as well as the values underpinning it, to which globalization has given a universal character.

The deep changes currently affecting scientific research, technology and production, distribution and consumption patterns reflect a growing awareness of the need to ensure sustainable economic growth and social cohesion, which are a defining factor of future competitiveness and profit-making.

They open up new sectoral, geographical and social investment prospects for public and private capital, where the need to preserve ecosystems, resource sustainability and cultural diversity does not preclude competitiveness and profit-making.

Prospects such as these should induce our countries to implement “a new generation of reforms", as advocated by His Majesty King Mohammed VI, when His Majesty invited Arab countries to prepare for the challenge of economic competitiveness in the message he sent to the annual joint meetings of Arab financial institutions. These prospects for future action can lead to a platform for dialogue and fruitful exchange with young generations for the advent of a new social order and further social justice and participatory democracy, as advocated by young people around the world, with such unprecedented firmness and resolve.  
The countries which fail to grasp the full scope of these changes, or anticipate the new global economic geography of the 21st century, may be playing only a marginal role in this new unfolding world and in the new economic, political and geostrategic centers of gravity.
In the challenge of economic competitiveness, social cohesion and welfare - whose statistical measures and indicators we will be discussing in our meeting today - will be a defining issue for the future.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The topical nature of the theme of our conference comes from the societal character of the new guidance charted for statistics today. Indeed, the sustainability of the wealth of a given country is analyzed with greater conceptual rigor, whereas social progress is assessed in terms of wealth and income disparities. As for the notion of living standards, it is determined on the basis of broader concepts relating to well-being and the quality of life, which are measured by objective indicators as well as the opinion of the populations concerned.
Our conference should make the most of this new vision of statistics and build on new approaches charted by the relevant national, regional and international institutions. I should like, in this respect, to make a special reference to the work undertaken by the OECD, whose conceptual and methodological soundness has been of great help for us in our own investigations. Because we are keenly aware of this at the High Commission for Planning, we have been subscribing, for some years now, to the approaches recommended by the OECD in this field. We have had the opportunity to check their relevance through the analysis and assessment of our country’s economic performance and the study of the living conditions of our citizens.

Guided by the principles of a statistical exercise that cares for the well-being of citizens, we conducted two major surveys. The first one concerned social mobility. The aim was to measure the objective and subjective manifestations of one of the determinants of social cohesion, through a series of multi-year results obtained from our ongoing survey on employment. In the second survey, we used a number of specific indicators to find out how our citizens perceive well-being, how they feel it in their everyday lives, how they assess it and to what extent they are satisfied with their living conditions.
During this exercise, we realized how difficult it was to develop such surveys, to train the staff in charge of actual implementation, and to formulate questions in a way that fits the social and linguistic specificities of the local populations concerned. We also realized the conceptual and technical effort our statistical engineers had to exert for the exploitation and interpretation of the results obtained.

As more and more statistical indicators are being published on such fundamental issues, it seems to me we have an obligation to be vigilant as to their conceptual underpinnings, collection methods, interpretation and use.

Before concluding, and in order to avoid any risk of a mercantile exploitation of statistics, I wish to express the hope that official statistical institutions will soon be involved in producing specific indicators for the assessment of social progress, in collaboration with renowned international organizations.

May this conference be the first step in that process in Africa.

Once again, welcome to Morocco. I wish you a successful conference. 

Thank you for your kind attention.

